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The Messenger 
First United Methodist Church of Yuma 

http://yuma1st.org/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is NOT about church politics! 

Recently I heard someone say “I’m not getting involved in church politics!” And I suppose if we had 

been discussing the color of paint in the Wesley Room, and more importantly, who was going to 

have the right to decide the paint color, I would have understood their position, but I am still 

surprised by folks who are excited about coming to Yuma 1st on a regular basis, while on the other 

hand wanting nothing to do with the foundational beliefs that genuinely give witness to what we 

believe and how God wants us to live out our faith at Yuma 1st. Uh Oh… this sounds like fighting 

words… I better explain this one! (continued…) 
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Over the last year, or so, everyone has been invited to a series of gatherings discussing the future 

of our United Methodist Church. Those meetings took place on the church campus usually on 

Wednesday evenings and Saturday mornings. The focus of these gatherings has been around what 

the United Methodist Church will eventually decide about human sexuality, marriage, ordination 

and full inclusion of our LGBTQIA brothers and sisters in the life of the church. I’m talking about full 

inclusion, everywhere, making a sandwich, teaching Sunday School, getting married, proclaiming 

marriage, caring for our youth and children, cutting a birthday cake, in the pulpit preaching and 

teaching on Sunday mornings, and holding our hand when our loved one dies, yes, FULL inclusion! 

And for lack of a better way to put it, we at Yuma 1st have several faithful, dedicated, well-meaning 

people on both sides of this ongoing discussion. Honestly we have discussed and prayed about 

what to do for some time now. A small group of people have been meeting, but we have reached 

the point where we must learn how the rest of the congregation feels about fully or partially 

including people whose sexual orientation disagrees with what we believe! 

Why this article today? 

The day is coming soon, possibly as early as next January or February when arrangements are 

being made for the next pastor (in 2020), when Yuma 1st will be faced with the question about 

full inclusion of ALL people in the life of the church. Circumstances will dictate, maybe even 

demand from us, a decision- Full inclusion of all people in the life of the church, or limited 

inclusion; yes, or no?  What’s it going to be, and how and when do we decide? Is it something 

that we can ignore, hoping it will just go away? 

My loving friends and companions in Christ Jesus, the way in which we treat one another, love 

each other, and fully include one another in the life of the church is not (to me) a question of 

CHURCH POLITICS; the answer to this question, I think will define who we believe God calling and 

empowering us to be, each and every time we meet, that is, every time we decide to call ourselves 

“faith-filled followers of Jesus.” And although there are some powerful and well organized religious 

groups currently wrestling with the “politics” of this debate, we must not allow discussions of 

someone’s humanity and dignity to become just another “political issue,” at Yuma 1st! This 

question, and the answer to this question, deserves much, much better!  

Finally, over the summer months we will be praying, and we will be talking and listening to each 

other about the ways in which we will gather together this fall in a safe space for honest 

conversation; we will gather in love to listen, to fervently pray, to contemplate, study, listen 

again, to kindly allow room for disagreement, to pray some more, and finally, with God’s strong 

yet gentle leading, we as a faithful community will receive the spiritual foundation needed to 

clearly live and love the faith God is calling us to live, right here at Yuma 1st. Yes, I’m convinced, 

in time; we will make a decision and go in the direction God leads us to go! (continued…) 
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And as they say, I will “keep you in the loop” about all the plans, dates, times and local venues of 

these important gatherings. I will also be inviting our non-local Yuma 1st friends and family to 

participate in this all important discussion before us!  

So, without knowing where this is going to go, may God guide our every step, and call us 

together in love to discern what’s next in the future for Yuma 1st! 

Faithfully, 

Pastor Mike  

Epilogue 

After writing this article I met with a small group of church leaders to discuss this very important 

situation already before us. I left the table energized- they revealed to me something I had 

missed: although it might appear that in this conversation we must choose between A or B, what 

God truly has in mind for the United Methodist Church and for us at Yuma 1st might be another 

way, another option, and another direction currently unknown to us. Hmmmm… God is vibrant, 

creative, challenging and mysterious! “It would be just like God to have something else planned 

for us,” I thought! 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Men’s Bible Study “Summer School” 

June 20, 11:00 AM 

Mostly Muffins, 2451 W 16th St. 

 

We are planning to meet about once a month at various Yuma locations.  

Sessions will last approximately 45 minutes.  Please let Jon Flint know if 

you are planning to attend, or RSVP through the church office.  New 

members welcome and encouraged! 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

 

 
P            Please remember Food Bank Sunday on June 23rd! 
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Children’s Sunday Morning 

Schedule at Yuma 1st: 
 
 
 

9:00 AM Nursery opens for infants through preschool 
 

10:00 AM Children’s Church for Kindergarten through 5th grade, following 
Children’s Time with 

Pastor Mike in worship 
 

Please note we will not have regular adult supervision for children older 
than preschool prior to worship; please plan accordingly. 

 
WATCH for information on our ALL-NEW Sunday School and Children’s 

Church program in the fall!! 
 

Thanks to our many skilled volunteers for Children’s Church 
this summer!! 

 

MAIL BAG 

 

Dear Pastor Mike and FUMC Family: 

 

Thank you for the prayer for our family on the passing of my mother.  God’s blessings 

to you all. 

 

Carol Urling 
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June Anniversaries 
 

09  Nate & Sheryl Clifton 
10  Tim & Sally Eisenmann 
10  Jon & Sylvia Flint 
 
June Birthdays 
 

03  Hope Gravely  13  Chester Moore 
05  Judy Hancewicz 17  Bonnie Lucas  
05  Pat Teeter  18  Carol Motley 
07  Nathan Clifton  23  Helen Tennent 
08  Bob Arnold  26  Becky Pallack 
10  Sylvia Flint  30  Dick Myers 
10  Gary Teeter 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

COMMUNION SUNDAYS 

June 2 – Pat Moore October 6 – Pat Moore 

July 7 – Kathy Sabin November 3 – Kathy Sabin 

August 4 – Pat Teeter December 1 – Pat Teeter 

September 1 – Beth Prather      January 5 – Beth Prather 

 Coordinator:  Pat Moore 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
ONGOING PRAYERS 

Coz family Michael Gleason Tristan Sexton  
Michael Ron Snowbarger Tom Clark 
Santana family Merlin Stone Lucas Perkins 
Dorothy Irwin Jim Anderson                 Bill Brockway 
Annette Wallace Sandra Howard             Cash McConnell 
Jose Martinez                  Lori & Bill                        Karen Simon 
Miller family                    Harriet                             John & Barb Jester 
Jett & Sharon Roach     Uribe family                Meg Summersgill 
Ron & Janee Morton     Donna Gates              Anthony Motley 
Debbie Scherr                Sabin family                 Brown family 
Alice Adams                    Pat & Marv Vasher       Li Cross 
Josie Meade                    Moore family                Engelbrite family 
Ruby Gardenhire             Sue Hilton                     Lindsay Alspach 
Debbie Milano, family, & friends     All caregivers    All in harm’s way 
Peace at the border and in the world & USA  

Churches:  Fort Yuma UMC; Gila Mountain UMC, Yuma; and Haven UMC, Jerome 
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June 2019 

Sun Mo
n 

Tue W
ed 

Thu Fri Sat 

*Weekly Sunday Morning Schedule 
Adult Sunday School 8:45 am 

Nursery Opens 9:00 am 

Worship & Children's Church 10:00 am 
   Fellowship 11:00 am 
   CCdeFe Worship 12:00 pm 

1 
Foster Parents 
Training 11:00 am 

CCdeFe Rehearsal 
5:00 pm 

2 
*Weekly Sunday 
Morning Schedule 

 

3 
ESL GED 5:30 pm 

 

4 
Shelter Sandwich 

Crew 

8:30 am 

CCT 3:00 pm 

ESL GED 5:30 pm 

5 
Shelter Sandwich 

Crew 

10:00 am 

ESL GED 5:30 pm 

 

6 
CCdeFe Worship 
6:00 pm 

7 
CCdeFe Youth 
7:00 pm 
 

8 
CCdeFe Rehearsal 
5:00 pm 
 

9 
*Weekly Sunday 
Morning Schedule 

 

10 
ESL GED 5:30 pm 

 

11 
Shelter Sandwich 

Crew 

8:30 am 

CCT 3:00 pm 

ESL GED 5:30 pm 

12 
Shelter Sandwich 

Crew 

10:00 am 

ESL GED 5:30 pm 

 

13 
CCdeFe Worship 
6:00 pm 
 
Annual Conference 

 

14 
CCdeFe Youth 
7:00 pm 
 
Annual 
Conference 
 

15 
CCdeFe Wedding 
9:00 am 

CCdeFe Rehearsal 
5:00 pm 
 
Annual 
Conference 

 

16 
*Weekly Sunday 

Morning Schedule 

CCdeFe Father’s Day 
Event 1:00 pm 

 

Annual Conference 

 

 

17 
ESL GED 5:30 pm 

18 
Shelter Sandwich 

Crew 

8:30 am 

CCT 3:00 pm 

ESL GED 5:30 pm 

19 
Shelter Sandwich 

Crew 

10:00 am 

ESL GED 5:30 pm 

 

20 
Men’s Bible Study 
(Mostly Muffins) 
11:00 am 

CCdeFe Worship 
6:00 pm 

21 
CCdeFe Youth 
7:00 pm 

 

22 
CCdeFe Rehearsal 
5:00 pm 

 

23 
*Weekly Sunday 

Morning Schedule 

Food Bank Sunday 

 

24 
ESL GED 5:30 pm 

25 
Shelter Sandwich 

Crew 

8:30 am 

CCT 3:00 pm 

ESL GED 5:30 pm 

26 
Shelter Sandwich 

Crew 

10:00 am 

ESL GED 5:30 pm 

 

27 
CCdeFe Worship 

6:00 pm 

28 
CCdeFe Youth 
7:00 pm 

 

29 

30 
*Weekly Sunday 

Morning Schedule 
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